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The Stevenson Trail
Follow Robert Louis Stevenson's 1878 route across the Cévennes National Park
Enjoy one of the most unspoilt and little known multi-day treks in Europe
Get away from it all with 2 weeks off the beaten track, deep in rural France
Stay in authentic, local auberges and experience real hospitality and regional food
Visit 2 UNESCO world heritage sites, Le Puy-en-Velay and the Cévennes
Fully qualified and expert International Mountain Leader
Grade 5: Moderate

Robert Louis Stevenson is the celebrated Scottish novelist and poet, who was born in
Edinburgh in 1850. Most famous for writing 'Treasure Island' and 'Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde', Stevenson was also a keen travel writer. He penned 'Travels with a
Donkey in the Cévennes' to celebrate the epic 156 mile (251km) journey he made on foot
in 1878 from Monastier sur Gazeille to St Jean du Gard. Still in his 20s when he made the
journey, the heartbroken Stevenson took the trip to help him get over an unsuitable love
affair with a married, American lady. 

This trek follows his footsteps, staying in charming auberges and enjoying regional cuisine
and local wines. Each day, our luggage will be transported to our next accommodation,
making our version of this trip a considerably easier-going one. We'll explore the local
trails and enjoy some spectacular views of the Cévennes mountains and National Park.
Indulging in nothing more complicated than walking, nature, good food and a relaxed
atmosphere make this little known, historic route a truly unforgettable journey. 



Trip Summary

Arrive in Le Puy-en-Velay - Le Puy
Stay in Le Regina Hotel - Le Regina

Trek from St Martin de Fugères to Le Bouchet St Nicolas - Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas
Gite La Retirade, Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas - Gite La Retirade, Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas

Trek from Le Bouchet St Nicolas to Pradelle or Langogne - Langogne, Pradelles
Hotel l'Arche, Pradelles - Hôtel L'Arche
Hotel de la Poste, Langogne - Hôtel de La Poste Langogne

Trek from Langogne to Cheylard l’Evèque - Cheylard-l'Évêque
Refuge de Moure - Refuge De Moure

Trek from Cheylard l'Évêque to La Bastide Puylaurent - La Bastide-Puylaurent
Hotel La Grand Halt, La Bastide Puylaurent - Hotel La Grand Halt

Trek from La Bastide Puylaurent to Chasserades - Chasseradès
Hotel des Sources, Chasserades - Hotel des Sources

Trek from Chasserades to Le Bleymard - Le Bleymard
Hotel La Remise, Le Bleymard - Hotel La Remise, Le Bleymard

Trek from Le Bleymard to Finiels - Finiels
Maison Victoire, Finiels - Maison Victoire, Finiels
Auberge des Cévennes, Pont du Montvert - Auberge des Cévennes, Pont du Montvert

Trek from to Finiels to Florac - Florac
Les Tables de la Fontaine, Florac - Les Tables de la Fontaine, Florac
La Lozerette, Cocures - La Lozerette

Trek from Florac to Cassagnas - Cassagnas
Le Mimentois, Cassagnas - Le Mimentois, Cassagnas
Les Délices du Sud, Cauvel - Les Délices du Sud

Trek from Cassagnas to St Etienne Vallée-Française - Saint-Étienne-Vallée-Française

Day 1 Arrive Le Puy en Velay

Day 2 St Martin de Fugères to Le Bouchet St Nicolas

Day 3 Le Bouchet St Nicolas to Pradelle

Day 4 Langogne to Cheylard l’Evèque

Day 5 Cheylard l'Évêque to La Bastide Puylaurent

Day 6 La Bastide Puylaurent to Chasserades

Day 7 Chasserades to Le Bleymard

Day 8 Le Bleymard to Finiels

Day 9 Finiels to Florac

Day 10 Florac to Cassagnas

Day 11 Cassagnas to St Etienne Valley Française



Trek from St Etienne Valley Française to St Jean du Gard - Saint-Jean-du-Gard
Hotel Les Bellugues, St Jean du Gard - Hotel Les Bellugues, St Jean du Gard

Depart St Jean du Gard

Day 12 St Etienne Valley Française to St Jean du Gard

Day 13 Depart St Jean du Gard



Day 1 Arrive Le Puy en Velay

Arrive in Le Puy-en-Velay
Our Stephenson's trail route starts in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Le Puy-en-Velay. Entering this well-preserved
medieval town is like taking a giant leap back in time: it's easy to believe that nothing much has changed in the last 1000
years. The landscape is dominated by the three 'puys', towering volcanic 'plugs', each of which has an impressive church
or statue built on its summit. St Michel's chapel, the Cathedral and an immense Statue of Mary overlook the town.

Winding cobbled streets, narrow passageways and a jumble of old buildings make Le Puy-en-Velay a delight to explore.
The region retains its traditional artisan trades and the boutique shops are full of local wares including handmade lace. 

Stay in Le Regina Hotel

Day 2 St Martin de Fugères to Le Bouchet St Nicolas

Trek from St Martin de Fugères to Le Bouchet St Nicolas
We begin our route with a short transfer to the trail head at St Martin de Fugères. From here, we begin walking on easy
trails that take us up and across the gorge of the Loire river at the village of Goudet. This small village is dominated by the
13th century Château de Beaufort, which was abandoned in 1789 after the French revolution. After a stop to explore and
enjoy our picnic lunch, we're back on the trail for a steady ascent to the volcanic plateau that overlooks the village. The
landscape up here is dominated by dramatic, black soil, punctuated only by the green fields of puy lentils, that this region is
famous for. We'll pass through several hamlets until we reach today's destination of Le Bouchet Saint Nicolas.

Distance: 15 km / 9.5 miles
Ascent: 460m / 1509ft
Descent: 175m / 574ft
Accommodation: Auberge
Meals: Breakfast and Dinner 

Gite La Retirade, Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas
Gite La Retirade is a charming but modest auberge owned by the Villeseche family. Dinner will be a delicious home-cooked
meal, served in the auberge, using produce from their own farm.

There just 2 double rooms, and the rest are small dorms of 7 people. We may use some rooms in neighbouring houses for
more comfort.

Day 3 Le Bouchet St Nicolas to Pradelle

Trek from Le Bouchet St Nicolas to Pradelle or Langogne

Le Puy
Le Puy, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, FR, 43000

Le Regina
34 Boulevard Maréchal-Fayolle, Le Puy-en-Velay, Auvergne, FR, 43000
+33 4 71 09 14 71

Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas
Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, FR, 43510

Gite La Retirade, Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas
Le Bouchet-Saint-Nicolas, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, FR, 43510
+334 71 02 57 09



Leaving our charming gite after breakfast, today's trek has two route options. It takes us first through the village of Arquejol,
which is notable for its impressive railway viaduct. From here, we follow a steep trail down to the bottom of the ravine and
back up the other side to the market town of Landos. At this point, we have the option of adding a detour to reach the
Rocher de la Fagette. This short climb is well worth it for the impressive views of the surrounding terrain and the ancient
volcanic landscape. Our final destination for the day is the beautiful medieval village of Pradelle. We normally stay in the
village itself but accommodation can be limited, so if there are no beds available for our group, we may trek a few
kilometres further to the larger town of Langogne. This will add 4km to our day. Both hotel options are listed below. 

Distance: 21 or 25 km / 13 or 17 miles
Ascent: 315m / 1033ft
Descent: 575m / 1886ft
Accommodation: Hotel
Meals: Breakfast and Dinner 

Hotel l'Arche, Pradelles

Hotel de la Poste, Langogne

Day 4 Langogne to Cheylard l’Evèque

Trek from Langogne to Cheylard l’Evèque
Today's route takes us deeper into the unspoilt Gévaudan countryside that this region is so well known for. We follow a
section of the route that Robert Louis Stevenson made famous when he got horribly lost, which hopefully won't happen to
us! The trail meanders through dense forests, hopping over a network of small streams, and crossing ancient bridges en
route. We then climb up to the village of Saint Flour de Mercoire (1049m) and through the Mercoire forest until we reach
the village of Sagne-Rousse. The final part of our journey follows an ancient track as far as the isolated hamlet of Cheylard
L’Eveque, which is where we'll spend the night. Our accommodation is in a rustic and friendly auberge, where home-made
dinners are served on long, communal tables and we'll have the chance to swap tales and tips with other walkers. 

Distance: 16 or 22.2 km / 10 or 13.8 miles
Ascent: 320m / 1050ft
Descent: 150m / 492ft
Accommodation: Auberge
Meals: Breakfast and Dinner

Refuge de Moure

Langogne
Langogne, Languedoc-Roussillon-Midi-Pyrénées, FR, 48300

Pradelles
Pradelles, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, FR, 43420

Hôtel L'Arche
33 Avenue du Puy, Pradelles, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes, FR, 43420

Hôtel de La Poste Langogne
13 Avenue du Maréchal Foch, Langogne, Occitanie, FR, 48300

Cheylard-l'Évêque
Cheylard-l'Évêque, Occitanie, FR, 48300


